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necessity, for there did not seem to be much probability of
finding water in that place, because the soil round about them
was dry. Whence I conclude that there can be no want of it in
the plains and valleys throughout the desert, if the Arabs would
be at the pains of opening the ground to a proper depth.
But though the water is so bad, the air, except in the rainy
season, is always pure and serene, insomuch that there is
no manner of danger in sleeping on the ground; for there is
no dew in the night, though the weather is excessive hot in
the day. Those of the caravan who exposed themselves to
the open air, almost naked (as is the custom in this part of
the world), never caught the least cold or were attacked with
the least disorder; which is a plain proof of its being whole-
some. And if they happened to wake, had the pleasure of
beholding a serene sky and brilliant stars without the least
scintillation. If there had been any dewr in the night, I must
have known it by my fuzee1, which always lay by me on the
ground, and continued as bright as ever without any appear-
ance of rust; which it could not have done had there been
any moist vapours fallen upon it.
The animals in this desert are but few. However, we met
with hares frequently, that ran cross the caravan. These the
Arabs endeavoured to knock down with the bludgeons they
drove the camels with, and sometimes they would kill twenty
or thirty in a day. These burrow in holes like a rabbet, which
holes were as numerous all over the desert as those of a
warren in England. To say the truth, I could not help sus-
pecting that there were other animals concerned in making
these subterranean habitations, though I had not the good
luck to see them. Besides these I saw but one antilope, and
the creature described on July the i4th. We met with lizards
of various kinds, and some few snakes or serpents, which
seemed to be a sort of a viper. There was no want of insects,
such as beetles, locusts, &c., and when we drew near Aleppo,
the scorpions were of a monstrous size. The birds are very
few, for we saw none but ostriches, partridges and eagles, of
which last we killed two or three.
1 An old term for a musket.